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Here are a few rules and tips for amputees planning to travel by air domestic or international. We have 
highlighted a few but this in not a full comprehensive list, for more detail from TSA on rules and regulations 
regarding wearing a prosthesis or other medical devices please go to:   
http://www.tsa.gov/travelers/airtravel/specialneeds/editorial_1370.shtm  

 Security Officers will need to see and touch your prosthetic device, cast or support brace as part of the 
screening process (this does not apply to prosthetics that are the result of a mastectomy.) 
 

 Security Officers will not ask nor require you to remove your prosthetic device, cast, or support brace. 
 

 Persons with disabilities, medical conditions, and prosthetic devices do not 
have to remove their shoes during the screening process.  
 

 During the screening process, please do not remove or offer to remove 
your prosthetic device.  
 

 You have the option of requesting a private screening at any time during the 
screening of your prosthetic device, cast or support brace. 
 

 You may have a companion, assistant or family member accompany and assist you into the 
private screening area (once he or she has been screened) and remain throughout the screening 
process. 
 
 

 TSA will make every effort to have two Security Officers of the same 
gender as the passenger being screened present during the private 
screening. 

 
 If you are too weak or unstable on your feet to stand for a hand held 

metal inspection because of your prosthetic device, cast, or support 
brace, you may request to sit down after you have passed the walk 
through metal detector. 

 
 The explosive trace sampling process may require you to lift or raise 

some of your clothing in order to obtain the explosive trace sample. 
(Sampling areas can be accessed by you lifting your pant leg or shirtsleeve or by raising your skirt to 
knee-level.) 
 

 The Security Officer should offer you a private screening if clothing will need to be lifted or raised in 
order to obtain the explosive trace sample. You will not be required to remove any clothing during 
the process or remove or display the belt that holds your prosthetic device to your body. 

Tips from amputees who have traveled with a prosthesis: some recommend going through the line for 
people with disabilities, others say to inform the first agent in the security line that you have a 
prosthesis and they will accommodate you accordingly.  

Know your rights and do not accept otherwise. Allow yourself extra time so that you are not stressed if 
security does take longer.  

A nice resource with other travel tips can be found at: http://www.acpoc.org/library/2007_03_032.asp   
Article is called Travel Tips for Amputees 


